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“I feel so grateful to teach in a district where, when i see something special, like the national Geo-
graphic maps, i can actually have a way of bringing them to the school,” says woodbury teacher ruth 
heide, shown with students Joe Brett, courtney Phillips, rachel Podl, and Jaylin Garner. 
Photo By colleen mccreary
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Private Dollars, 
Public Success
The innovative Shaker Schools Foundation is marking 
its 30th anniversary with some remarkable achievements 
in its sizeable wake. 

By Nancy O’Connor

Have you enjoyed a theatrical performance in the magnificently renovated Large 
Auditorium at Shaker High? Has your child journeyed sock-footed across Africa 
on an enormous floor map at Woodbury School, or discovered the joys of collabo-
ration in a drumming circle at Lomond?
 If so, you have been personally touched by the Shaker Schools Foundation. 
 Since 1981, the non-profit organization has channeled the private contribu-
tions of education-minded Shaker families, alumni, community members, foun-
dations, and corporations to fund the extras a fiscally responsible school district 
can’t always support. The Foundation provides opportunities for teachers with 
innovative ideas and for students with personal dreams.  
 As the Foundation marks its 30th anniversary in 2011-2012, it has good reason 
to be proud of its accomplishments. But what most excites its leaders and sup-
porters is the prospect of future growth and increased capacity to support Shaker’s 
students and educators. 
 One example: When Woodbury teacher Ruth Heide first encountered National 
Geographic Giant Traveling Maps at a teaching seminar, she knew immediately that 
this was an educational experience she wanted for her students. 
 “The maps were the size of a basketball court, and came with a trunk full of 
activities for teachers to do with their classes to promote geographic literacy and 
map-reading skills,” she says.
 But the cost to rent the North America and Africa maps for two weeks pre-
sented an obstacle. “It would have been difficult for me to ask for $900 out of the 
building budget for these experiences,” says Heide. So she turned to the Shaker 
Schools Foundation for help, and got it. 
 When the maps arrived at Woodbury last spring, Heide made sure every fifth- 
and sixth-grade student had at least two class periods for true hands-on, “really, 
feet-on, learning,” she says. She also held two family nights and hosted a meeting 
of the Shaker Schools Foundation board in the gym to enable others to experience 
the unique teaching tools. 
 “I feel so grateful to teach in a district where, if I see something special like 
these maps, I can actually have a way of bringing them to the school,” she says. 
“There are other places I’ve taught where I would have just had to say, ‘Too bad, 
we can’t do it, it’s too expensive.’”
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A Night for the Red & White 

Celebrates Its 

20th Anniversary

it’s a big year for a night for the red 

& white, the annual fundraiser hosted 

by the friends of the shaker schools 

foundation. not only does the 20th 

anniversary of the fundraiser take 

place in 2012 – the shaker schools’ 

and the city’s centennial year – but 

the total amount raised for education-

al enrichment through the event will 

top the $2 million mark.

 a night for the red & white will be 

held on saturday, march 10, 2012, 7 

pm, at executive caterers at lander-

haven in Mayfield Heights. This year’s 

co-chairs are kathy connors and rob-

in eisen. Partygoers will enjoy buffet-

style dining, dancing, a silent auction, 

a student art show, and student per-

formances. Proceeds will be used for 

the enrichment of technology, arts, 

humanities, and health and fitness.

 for more information: www.shaker.

org/foundation or (216) 295-4325.

A drumming program supported by the foundation engages ele-
mentary students in music class. Pictured: lomond third graders 
Janiyah Brown and derek yost. Photo by colleen mccreary.

 Another example: As any parent or teacher can tell you, 
kids love drums. The Shaker Schools Foundation helped mu-
sic teacher Cynthia M. Steiner capitalize on that attraction to 
get students more engaged in music class by introducing the 
Discipline, Respect, and Unity through Music (D.R.U.M.) 
program first at Woodbury, and now, at Lomond. 
 “At the time, in 2008, I couldn’t figure out why some chil-
dren were not all that enthusiastic about coming to music 
class,” she explains. “So I began to do some research and 
came across Jim Solomon’s book about D.R.U.M. It was just 
what the children needed to get motivated.” 
 Drawing on percussion styles from many cultures, the 
program capitalizes on kids’ fascination with drums to teach 
not only music, but also teamwork. With funding from the 
Shaker Schools Foundation, the PTO, and the Martha Hold-
en Jennings Foundation, Steiner was able to purchase drums 
and other musical instruments for this powerful activity. 
 Steiner received another Shaker Schools Foundation grant 
last year that allowed her to purchase a digital camera and 
Flip video camera for her classroom. 
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Jim Berick, shhs ’51, helped 
establish the foundation 
30 years ago.
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 “Now my students are able to show-
case their musical talents through compo-
sition and performances that we record. 
They can create and edit their own CDs as 
well as compile a digital portfolio of their 
work. My students and I are forever grate-
ful to the Foundation.” 
 Each year, dozens of Shaker teach-
ers receive enrichment grants, paid with 
a percentage of the annual proceeds of 
some of the Foundation’s more than 90 
endowed funds. To qualify for a grant, a 
teacher must submit a proposal that has 
been reviewed and approved by the build-
ing principal. 
 “The Foundation raises the funds, but 
the educators spend the funds,” says Sue 
Starrett, director of development. Be-
tween $12,000 and $13,000 is typically 
awarded each year in grants of $250 to 
$500, enabling the Foundation to sup-
port professional development, classroom 
technologies, and innovative teaching that 
touch hundreds of students. 
 The Foundation also administers more 
than 30 student awards for high school ju-
niors and seniors, with gifts ranging from 
$75 to $1,000. Recipients are recom-
mended by guidance counselors and must 
meet the criteria for the specific award. 
One previous student award winner is 
Bradford L. Picot, Class of 1998, now a 
dentist in private practice in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. 
 Picot’s high grade point average earned 
him the Foundation’s Dorothy Humel 
Hovorka Award. “I used the funds to tour 
colleges and fund first-year expenses in 
college,” says Picot, a former member 
of the Student Group on Race Relations, 
the marching band, and the swim team. 
“I don’t think it would have been possible 
to do as much due diligence in the col-
lege search without the monies. It was also 
great to receive positive encouragement 
from the school system for my efforts.”
 Picot is one of six Shaker natives who 
joined forces in 2006 to establish the 
Foundation’s CommitMEN Fund, which 
provides a $500 award each year to an Af-
rican-American male senior who earns at 
least a 2.5 GPA, has been accepted into a 
post-secondary program, and is “a well-
rounded person who demonstrates integ-

Kathy Jones, president of the 
foundation’s board of trustees, 
says her commitment to shaker 
is “hard to contain.”
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Become a Foundation Supporter

the shaker schools foundation is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit that gratefully accepts 
contributions. all gifts are tax-deductible. 

annual fund gifts provide much-needed 
operational support that enables the foun-
dation to carry out its work. 

auditorium campaign donors can endow a 
seat in shaker heights high school’s large 
auditorium to support its recent renova-
tion. 

the legacy fund, a new permanent, unre-
stricted endowment, will provide long-term, 
substantial support in the areas of aca-
demia, arts, technology, health and fitness, 
and special initiatives. Bequests, trusts, 
other planned gifts, and outright gifts are 
being accepted. 

donor-created funds may be established 
in honor or memory of a family member or 
shaker faculty member.

employer matching Gifts are available from 
many companies; check with your employer.

send checks made payable to the shaker 
schools foundation to shaker schools 
foundation, 15600 Parkland drive, shaker 
heights, oh 44120. for more information, 
please call the shaker schools foundation 
at (216) 295-4329 or visit www.shaker.org/
foundation.

rity, leadership, and service to others.” 
Other CommitMEN founders include 
Justin Erkins (Shaker ’98), Patrick Hicks 
(Shaker ’00), Landon Lockhart (Shaker 
’99), Trenton Marsh (Shaker ’98), and 
Philip Smith (St. Ignatius ’99).
 “Supporting the Foundation is an in-
vestment in the community and the fu-
ture of its students,” Picot says. “ ‘A com-
munity is known by the schools it keeps’ 
sticks with me to this day. Having a strong 
school system is vital for sustainability.”
 The Foundation also assists with special 
projects such as the renovation of the high 
school auditoriums. It raised more than 
$1.1 million to support the upgrade of the 
small auditorium in 2003 and, in partner-
ship with the District, for the 2008 trans-
formation of the large auditorium into a 
state-of-the-art performance space and 
classroom that benefits Shaker’s students, 
faculty, and community. Seats in the audi-
torium can still be endowed and named 
for a Shaker teacher, family member, or 
oneself with a gift of $500.
 Among those making tax-deductible 
contributions to the Foundation – from 
outright gifts of cash or securities to be-
quests in wills and trusts – are a large 
number of Shaker graduates. 
 “Their life experiences tell them what 
a special place this is,” says Starrett. Her 
goal of engaging still more alumni going 
forward will be made easier if graduating 
classes follow the lead of the June 1950/
January 1951 graduates, who celebrated a 
milestone reunion in 2010.
 In a letter to classmates, the newly 
formed Class Gift Committee noted, 
“Our 60th anniversary reunion set many 
of us to thinking about what Shaker has 
done for us. Was there a way to pay Shaker 
back?” 
 The goal, the committee wrote, was 
to “make a class gift that will help Shaker 
students achieve their potential, regard-
less of family income.” Several uses for the 
money were identified, including a Sum-
mer Academy for incoming ninth graders 
with low grades, and financial support for 
college entrance test preparation courses. 



Class members responded enthusiasti-
cally and have donated nearly $200,000 
to date. 
 Among the Class of 1951 contribu-
tors is Jim Berick, who was one of the 
Foundation’s founders 30 years ago. 
“Motivated citizens can create a much 
better school system and environment 
for Shaker students by filling gaps in 
which available tax revenues cannot 
be stretched,” says Berick, who is the 
father of four Shaker graduates and 
grandfather of five current students and 
graduates. 
 In the early 1980s, he recalls, “We 
thought that a new Foundation could 
raise funds privately as charitable dona-
tions from members of the community 
who had both an interest in public edu-
cation and a capability to contribute.” 
Three decades later, Berick is most 
proud of the Foundation’s “continued 
existence and continued growth and vi-
tality, as it goes from generation to gen-
eration.” 
 “Private gifts make the difference 
between mediocre and great school sys-
tems,” says the Foundation’s Executive 
Director, Christine Auginas. “In Shaker, 
we’ve made a commitment to provide 
the best possible education. As a re-
sult of constraints on public education 
funding, the general budget for enrich-
ment dollars is decreasing.” Today more 
than ever, the Foundation – among the 
first in Ohio to raise funds for a public 
school system – ensures that enrich-
ment remains a part of the educational 
experience Shaker delivers. 
 “Our tax money pays for the essen-
tials: employee salaries and benefits, 
building repairs, and materials such as 
textbooks,” says Woodbury’s Heide, a 
Shaker resident since 1984. “It doesn’t 
provide special experiences such as the 
maps, artists-in-residence, and other 
special projects.”

With the help of a shaker schools foundation grant in 2010, Joe marencik’s engineering 
applications students designed and built robots, enabling them to participate successfully 
in an international robotics competition. marencik is shown here with Bridget mearns, 
Branden henning, and owen shelton. Photo By caydie heller

52 www.shakeronline.com 



“Supporting the foundation is an investment in the community and 
the future of its students,” says Bradford l. Picot, shhs ’98, a co-
founder of the commitmen fund.

 To help sustain the Foundation’s 
ability to provide enrichment dollars 
where needed, a new, permanent, and 
unrestricted Legacy Fund has been es-
tablished. “The Legacy Fund will give 
the Foundation the ability to profound-
ly enrich the educational experiences 
of Shaker students far into the future,” 
says Kathy Jones, president of the Foun-
dation’s board of trustees. 
 Jones, who says her high regard for 
the Shaker public school system and 
community is “hard to contain,” feels 
passionately about the role of the Foun-
dation in every student’s experience. 
 “I would love the opportunity to 
look into the eyes of each child and say, 
‘The world needs you, your intellect, 
passion, and energy. Our community 
is here to support you and give you the 
best possible education. Go out into the 
world and do great things.’ Perhaps it’s 
the mom in me, but I want each child to 
have everything they need to succeed, 
and education is the key to the well-be-
ing of our society.”
 One of Jones’s favorite examples of 
Foundation enrichment funds at work 
involves Shaker High’s Joe Marencik 
and students from his Engineering Ap-
plications class. “They used Foundation 
funds for a new control system that al-
lowed them to compete in the VEX Ro-
botics Competition, and they placed in 
the top 2.5 percent in the world. What 
a wonderful experience for those stu-
dents.”
 Marencik has received several grants 
from the Foundation, his first in 1993. 
“I applied for my first grant to help pur-
chase materials for the newly formed 
Science Olympiad team that Gene Zajac 
and I had started a year earlier,” he says. 
 In addition to participation in the 
robotics competition, Marencik has 
used Foundation monies to enhance the 
science and engineering curriculum for 
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